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TATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMl  of  cish,  wildlife  and  parks 

FUR  ANIMAL  SEASONS  FOR  1979-1980 

GENERAL  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

TAKING  OF  FUR  ANIMALS  DURING  THE  OPEN  SEASON  BY  ANY  MEANS  OTHER  THAN  TRAPPING  OR  SNARING  IS  PROHIBITED,  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  STATED 
TRAPPING  LICENSES:  May  be  obtained  through  application  to  the  followinq  regional  offices  of  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks  by  sending  in  your  name,  address.  Conservation  License  number,  and  $10  fee: 

Reqion  1  -  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell  59901  Region  5-1125  Lake  Elmo  Drive,  Billings  59101 

Reqion  2  -  3309  Brooks,  Missoula  59801  Region  6  -  RR1  -  210,  Glasgow  59230 

Region  3  -  8695  Huffine  Lane,  Bozeman  59715  Region  7  -  Box  430,  Miles  City  59301 

Region  4  -  Route  4,  Box  243,  Great  Falls  59405 

GENERAL  TRAPPER'S  LICENSE:  Available  to  RESIDENTS  ONLY  -  $10  Fee 

LANDOWNER'S  TRAPPER'S  LICENSE:  Applicants  must  give  legal  description  of  land  owned  or  leased,  name,  address.  Resident 

Conservation  License  number,  and  $1  fee. 

TRAPPERS  MUST  OBTAIN  PERMISSION  OF  LANDOWNER  BEFORE  TRAPPING  ON  PRIVATELY-OWNED  LAND. 

TAGGING  TRAPS  &  SNARES:  Any  person  trappinq  fur-bearing  animals  or  predatory  animals  for  their  pelts  shall  fasten  a  metal 
tag  to  all  such  traps  or  snares  bearing  in  legible  English  the  name  and  address  of  the  trapper.  In  addition,  snares  need 
telephone  numbers.  No  tag  shall  be  required  on  traps  or  snares  used  by  landowners  trapping  with  permit  on  their  own  lands 
and  irrigation  ditch  right-of-way  contiguous  to  the  land. 

MARTEN  SHIPPING  PERMIT:  Any  person  who  desires  to  ship,  take,  or  transport  marten  out  of  state  in  any  manner  must  obtain 
a~free  marten  shipping  permit  from  any  regional  office  or  state  game  warden. 

POSSESSION  OF  LIVE  FUR-BEARING  ANIMALS:  Live  fur-bearing  animals  may  not  be  possessed  exceDt  under  the  provisions  of  fur 
farm  or~ roadside  zoo  permit! 

FUR  DEALER'S  LICENSE:  Resident  Fur  Dealer  -  $10;  Fur  Dealer  Agent  -  $10;  Nonresident  Fur  Dealer  $50. 

FUR  DEALER  DEFINED:  Any  person  or  persons,  firm,  company  or  corporation  engaging  in  carrying  on,  or  conducting  wholly  or 
TrTparf'the  business  of  buying  or  selling,  trading,  or  dealina  within  the  state  of  Montana,  in  the  skins  or  oelts  of  any 
animal  or  animals,  designated  by  the  laws  of  Montana  as  fur-bearinq  or  Dredatory  animals,  shall  be  deemed  a  fur  dealer  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act.  If  such  fur  dealer  resides  in  or  if  his  or  its  principal  place  of  business  is  within  the  state  of 
Montana,  he  or  it  shall  be  deemed  a  resident  fur  dealer.  All  other  fur  dealers  shall  be  deemed  nonresident  fur  dealers. 

DESTROYING  BEAVER  AND  MUSKRAT  HOUSES:  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  willfully  destroy,  ODen  or  leave  ODen,  or  Dartially 
destroy  a  house  of  muskrat  or  beaver,  except  that  this  shall  not  Prohibit  trapping  in  the  house  of  muskrats  when  authorized 
by  the  Commission. 

CLOSED  TO  ALL  TRAPPING:  Portions  of  Little  Willow,  Big  Willow,  and  Ford  Creeks  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County  as  posted.  All 
National  Parks,  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  and  Indian  allotted  or  tribal  lands  except  as  otherwise  specified.  Permits  to 
trap  on  National  Wildlife  Refuges  may  be  issued  by  the  Refuge  Manager.  For  trapping  privileges  on  other  than  Blackfeet, 
Cheyenne,  and  Flathead  Indian  Reservations,  see  local  agency  in  question. 

ALL  STATE  GAME  PRESERVES  ARE  OPEN  TO  TRAPPING 

PLEASE  NOTE:  A  number  of  fur-bearing  animals  have  been  ear  tagged  for  scientific  study.  If  one  of  these  animals  is  captured, 
please  notify  the  nearest  game  warden  or  regional  office  of  the  tag  number  or  numbers  and  the  locality  of  the  capture. 

It  is  suggested  that  all  traps  be  checked  at  least  once  every  48  hours. 

Trapping  on  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  lands  will  be  allowed  by  written  authorization  of  the  Area  Manager  or  a 
department,  employee  on  lands  not  havinq  a  resident,  mananer. 

FUR  ANIMAL  SEASONS 


MINK:  Open  Season:  November  10,  1979,  through  December  31,  1979,  inclusive. 

MUSKRAT :  Open  Season:  November  10,  1979,  throuqh  Aoril  30,  1980,  inclusive.  Traps  may  be  set  in  muskrat  houses  provided 
tTie^part  removed  is  replaced  after  insertion  of  the  trap;  this  also  to  be  done  after  removal  of  the  trap.  It  is  unlawful 
for  any  person  at  any  time  to  willfully  destroy,  leave  ooen,  or  partially  destroy  any  muskrat  house. 

MARTEN:  Open  Season:  December  1,  1979,  throuqh  January  31,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Reqion  1. 

December  1  ,  1979,  throuqh  February  29,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Regions,  2, 3, 4, 5 
inclusive. 

OTTER:  Open  Season:  October  15,  1979,  throuqh  Aoril  30,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Reqion  3,  except  Park  Co. 

November  10,  1979,  throuqh  Aoril  30,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Regions  1,2, and  portions 
of  Reoion  4. 


CLOSED  TO  OTTER  TRAPPING:  Liberty,  Chouteau,  Judith  Basin,  Meagher  and  Park  counties  and  all  counties  lying  east  of  these 
counti es . 

SWIFT  FOX:  Closed. 

FISHER:  Closed. 


BOBCAT-CANADA  LYNX:  Open  Season:  December  1,  1979  through  February  29,  1980,  inclusive.  LIMIT:  Trappers  may  take  and 
possess  one  (1)  bobcat  and  one  (1)  Canada  Lynx  OR  two  (2)  bobcats  OR  two  (2)  Canada  Lynx  per  season.  Bobcat  and  Canada 
Lynx  pelts  must  be  tagged  by  the  game  warden  residing  in  the  district  where  Delts  were  taken  prior  to  their  sale  or 
transfer  of  possession,  but  no  later  than  March  20,  1980. 

WOLVERINE:  Open  Season:  December  1,  1979,  through  February  29,  1980,  inclusive.  LIMIT:  Persons  may  take  and  possess 
only  one  (1)  wolverine each  per  season  and  have  same  tagged  by  the  game  warden  residing  in  the  district  where  wolverine 
was  taken  orior  to  sale  or  transfer  but  no  later  than  March  20,  1980. 

Lynx,  bobcat  and  wolverine  may  be  taken  only  by  a  validated  trapping  license.  Validation  available  without  charge 
at  all  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  regional  headquarters.  Validation  for  such  licenses  must  be  made 
prior  to  December  1,  1979. 

Dogs  may  be  used  in  the  taking  of  bobcat,  in  addition  to  takinq  by  traooina,  snaring,  hunting  or  shooting. 

Untagged  hides  of  lynx,  bobcat,  or  wolverine  that  are  not  covered  by  a  current  validated  license  or  that  have  not 
been  presented  to  a  Fish  and  Game  warden  for  tagging  by  March  20,  1980,  will  be  subject  to  confiscation. 

Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  wishes  to  collect  carcasses  and  heads  of  bobcat,  lynx  and  wolverine.  It  is 
mandatory  to  turn  in  swift  fox  and  fisher  carcasses,  pelts,  etc. 

GENERAL  BEAVER  SEASON  REGULATIONS:  Owners  and  lessees  of  real  estate  being  damaged  by  beaver  may  apply  for  a  permit  to 
trap  beaver  under  other  provisions  of  the  law.  Please  see  your  local  game  warden  for  further  information. 

Open  Season:  October  15,  1979,  through  April  30,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Regions,  3, 5, 6, 7. 

November  10,  1979,  through  April  30,  1980:  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  Administrative  Regions  1,2,4. 

Permits:  Only  persons  in  possession  of  1979-80  General  Trapper's  License  may  participate  in  a  general  beaver  season. 


LIMIT :  West  of  Continental  Divide:  In  the  following  counties  or  portions  of  counties  lying  west  of  Continental  Divide, 
the  limit  shall  be  15  beaver  per  trapper:  Deer  Lodge,  Granite,  those  portions  of  Lewis  &  Clark  and  Powell  excluding  the 
Flathead  drainage.  Mineral,  that  portion  of  Missoula  lyinq  south  of  Swan-Clearwater  Divide,  and  Ravalli. 

In  the  following  counties  or  portions  of  counties  lying  west  of  Continental  Divide,  the  limit  shall  be  10  beaver  per 
trapper:  Flathead,  Lake,  those  portions  of  Lewis  &  Clark  and  Powell  lying  within  the  Flathead  River  drainage,  that  portion 
of  Missoula  lying  north  of  the  Swan-Clearwater  Divide,  Lincoln,  and  Sanders. 

East  of  the  Continental  Divide:  Unlimited 


CLOSED  TO  BEAVER  TRAPPING: 

Broadwater  County:  Those  portions  of  Dry  Creek,  Confederate  Gulch,  White  Gulch,  and  Avalanche  Gulch  on  public  land. 

Lewis  &  Clark  and  Powell  Counties:  Entire  East  Fork  of  the  Blackfoot  River  drainaqe.  Landers  Fork  drainage  above  its 
confluence  with  Bighorn  Creek. 

Mineral  County:  Cedar  Creek  drainage  above  the  Oregon  Creek  bridge. 

Phi  1 1 ips  County:  Those  portions  of  Lodgepole,  Beaver,  and  Camp  Creeks  on  public  land  within  the  Little  Rocky  Mountains. 
BLACK-FOOTED  FERRET:  Protected  and  classified  as  an  endangered  species  in  Montana, 

PLEASE  NOTE 


Any  trapper  interested  in  trapping  fur  bearers  (primarily  muskrats)  at  Freezout  Lake  during  the  1979-80  trapping  season 
should  submit  their  names  and  addresses  and  1979-80  trapping  license  number  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks  Freezout  Lake  Management  Area,  Box  482,  Fairfield,  Montana,  by  October  1,  1979.  A  list  will  be  tabulated  and  a 
machine  drawing  will  be  held  to  establish  a  priority  list  for  the  assignment  of  trapping  areas  in  the  Freezout  area. 


STATE  FISH  AND  GAME  COMMISSION 


BY:  ROBERT  F.  WAMBACH,  SECRETARY 
August  9,  1979 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  AND  PARKS 

1979-1980 

NONRESIDENT  PREDATOR  AND  NONGAME  TRAPPING  SEASON 
GENERAL  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


NONRESIDENT  C-2  PREDATOR  AND  NONGAME  WILDLIFE  TRAPPER'S  LICENSES : 

May  be  obtained  through  application  to  the  following  offices  of  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  by  sending  in  your  name, 
address.  Conservation  License  number,  and  $250.00  fee: 

Region  1  -  490  N.  Meridian  Rd. ,  Kalispell  59901 
Region  2  -  3309  Brooks,  Missoula  59801 
Region  3  -  8695  Huffine  Lane,  Bozeman  59715 
Region  4  -  Route  4,  Box  243,  Great  Falls  59405 
Region  5  -  1125  Lake  Elmo  Drive,  Billings  59101 
Region  7  -  Box  430,  Miles  City  59301 
State  Office  -  1420  East  6th  Ave . ,  Helena  59601 

Nonresident  trapping  licenses  are  available  only  to  residents  of 
states  who  sell  nonresident  trapping  licenses  to  residents  of  Montana. 

PREDATOR  AND  NONGAME  WILDLIFE  TRAPPING  SEASON: 

October  16,  1979  through  April  30,  1980  -  statewide. 

"Predatory  Animals"  are  coyote,  skunk  and  weasel. 

"Nongame  wildlife"  means  any  wild  animal  not  otherwise 
legally  classified  by  statute  or  regulation  of  this  state. 
Examples  of  nongame  wildlife  with  commercial  value  are 
badger,  raccoon,  and  red  fox. 

PROHIBITED  ANIMALS:  The  taking  of  furbearing  or  game  animals  by  non¬ 
resident  trappers  by  any  means  is  prohibited.  Furbearing  animals 
are:  beaver,  bobcat,  Canada  lynx,  fisher,  marten,  mink,  muskrat, 

otter,  swift  fox  and  wolverine.  Game  animals  are:  antelope, 
caribou,  deer,  elk,  moose,  mountain  goat,  mountain  lion,  mountain 
sheep  and  bears. 

Wolves  and  black  footed  ferret  are  classified  as  endangered  species 
and  may  not  be  taken. 

LANDOWNER  PERMISSION:  Every  holder  of  a  Class  C-2  Trapper's  License 
shall  obtain  written  permission  from  the  landowner,  lessee,  or  his 
agent  before  trapping  or  snaring  predatory  animals  or  nongame  wild¬ 
life  on  private  property. 

TAGGING  TRAPS :  Any  person  trapping  predatory  animals  for  their  pelts 
shall  fasten  a  metal  tag  to  all  such  traps  bearing  in  legible  English, 
the  name  and  address  of  the  trapper. 
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SNARES :  It  shall  be  lawful  to  use  snare  traps  for  the  purpose  of 

snaring  predators  and  nongame  wildlife  under  the  following  conditions: 

(a)  Each  snare  must  be  tagged  with  a  metal  device  identifying 
the  owner's  name,  address  and  telephone  number. 

(b)  It  is  unlawful  to  set  snares  on  private  property  without 
the  landowner's  consent. 

(c)  Snares  must  be  set  in  a  manner  and  at  a  time  so  as  not 
to  duly  endanger  livestock. 

(d)  A  trapper  who  injures  livestock  in  a  snare  is  liable  for 
damages  to  the  owner. 

CLOSED  TO  ALL  TRAPPING:  All  National  Parks,  National  Wildlife  Refuges, 
and  Indian  allotted  or  Tribal  lands  except  as  otherwise  specified  are 
closed  to  all  trapping.  Permits  to  trap  on  National  Wildlife  Refuges 
may  be  issued  by  the  Refuge  Manager.  For  trapping  privileges  on 
other  than  Blackfeet,  Cheyenne,  and  Flathead  Indian  Reservations,  see 
local  agency  in  question. 

ALL  STATE  GAME  PRESERVES  ARE  OPEN  TO  TRAPPING: 

It  is  suggested  that  all  traps  be  checked  at  least  once  every  48  hours. 

Trapping  on  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  lands  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  by  written  authorization  of  the  Area  Manager,  or  authorized 
Department  personnel  on  lands  not  having  a  resident  manager. 

FUR  DEALER'S  LICENSE:  Fur  Dealer  Agent  -  $10.00;  Nonresident  Fur 
Dealer  -  $50.00. 

FUR  DEALER  DEFINED:  Any  person  or  persons,  firm,  company,  or  corpora¬ 
tion  engaging  in  carrying  on,  or  conducting  wholly  or  in  part  the 
business  of  buying  or  selling,  trading,  or  dealing  within  the  state 
of  Montana,  in  the  skins  or  pelts  of  any  animal  or  animals,  designated 
by  the  laws  of  Montana  as  fur-bearing  or  predatory  animals,  shall  be 
deemed  a  fur  dealer.  If  such  fur  dealer  resides  in  or  if  his  or  its 
principal  place  of  business  is  within  the  state  of  Montana,  he  or  it 
shall  be  deemed  a  resident  fur  dealer.  All  other  fur  dealers  shall 
be  deemed  nonresident  fur  dealers. 


STATE  FISK  AND  GAME  COMMISSION 


BY :  RHRfrt  f  wzimrstw  SECRETARY 
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